Eleanor Ruth Lovett
December 11, 1930 - November 7, 2018

Eleanor R. Lovett, age 87, died November 7, 2018 at St. Mary's Hospital, Rochester,
Minnesota.
Eleanor, the daughter of Clarence "Mike" and Lilah (Riemer) Lenz was born December 11,
1930 in Albert Lea, Minnesota. She spent much of her childhood on a multi-generational
farm near Conger, Minnesota and went to country school nearby. She attended high
school in Albert Lea, graduating with honors in 1948.
After high school she attended Mankato State Teacher's College, where she met her
future husband, Bill Lovett. Their first date was on Valentine's Day. Bill and Eleanor were
married on November 22, 1951 in Madelia, MN.
After graduating from college Eleanor worked at Madelia Elementary School teaching fifth
grade for two years. When her children were older she returned to teaching. She taught
grades 5-6 at St. Mary's Elementary School for many years and later became the
Principal.
Throughout her life, Eleanor enjoyed a variety of hobbies. These included gardening,
cooking, dancing, reading, and bird watching, and was quite adept at them all. Many of
her hobbies are also enjoyed by her children. Eleanor became an avid traveler visiting
many places, including some major European countries, Mexico, Canada, the Caribbean,
and many of the US states.
She instilled in her children and grandchildren the love of learning, starting at a young age.
Some fond memories her children have are of her and Bill dancing in the kitchen,
whipping up mouth-watering meals with few ingredients on hand, and sewing long flowing
nightgowns (French seams included).
In addition, Eleanor always stayed informed of current affairs. She was proud she was
able to vote in all elections, including this recent election.
Survivors include: three daughters, Kathleen Lovett and her husband Tom Suther of
Oronoco, Jeanne Leger of Austin, and Nancy and her husband Bob Holmes of Phoenix,
Arizona, and her son, Dr. James Lovett of Elgin, Minnesota. Grandchildren: Pierre
(Denise), Andre, Francoise (Alex), Jacques (Katie), Beau, Kerianne, Ceara, Chrissy,
Kaleena, Jacquelyn, Billy, and Michael. Great-grandchildren: Marcel, Jean-Roch, Ava,
Eve, and Dillon. She is also survived by her beloved sister, Barbara Osborne, a sister-in-

law, Kathleen MacKenzie, and several rescued cats.
She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Bill, son-in-law John Leger, and a
grandson Gaelen.
Memorials preferred to Watonwan County Humane Society.
A private family service will be held. Interment at Calvary Cemetery will be at a later date.
Mahn Family Funeral Home - Rochester Chapel is assisting the family with arrangements.

Comments

“

Our family remembers fondly the years that Eleanor was principal at St. Mary's
school. Always so calm and soft spoken. May she enjoy God's peace.

Jim and Katy Eiselt - November 16, 2018 at 10:10 PM

“

Sympathy to Eleanor's family from Anita Dittrich, Mankato, member of Mankato Area
Solo Parents and Singles. We enjoyed Eleanor's company at many of our group's
dinners and pot-lucks some five years ago or so.

Anita Dittrich - November 11, 2018 at 12:34 PM

“

Our mother treasured her time with the group.
(Eleanor's family)
Jeanne - November 12, 2018 at 07:45 PM

