John Thomas Majerus
June 13, 1940 - May 2, 2020

John Thomas Majerus, of Bellechester, died Saturday, May 2, 2020 at the Lake City
Nursing Home.
John was born June 13, 1940 in Red Wing , MN, to John C. and Gertrude (Mahoney)
Majerus. He was a lifelong resident of Bellechester, MN. In 1966, John married Phyllis
Tackmann at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Bellechester.
John was a farmer most of his life. After farming John drove an LP truck for Cenex in
Wanamingo. He later mixed and sprayed fertilizer for the Wanamingo Co-Op. He and his
wife also owned the Bellechester Grocery Store. He liked playing cards, dancing, watching
westerns and cutting the grass with his riding lawn mower.
John is survived by his three daughters, Julie (Chris) Bruns of Red Wing, Cathy O’Reilly of
Plymouth, MN, Krissy (Kent) Friedrich of Zumbrota; Four grandchildren, Katie and Jenny
O’Reilly, McKenna and Alex Bruns; siblings, Pat Mann of Goodhue, Jackie Kane of
Hastings, Audrey Baker of Red Wing, Janet Majerus of Rosemount, Greg (Mary) Majerus
of Bellechester, Judy (Gary) Lodermeier of Woodbury, Corrine (Neil) Stehr of Lake City;
several nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Phyllis (March 1, 2006); and his parents. There will
be a Celebration of Life at a later date. Online condolences are welcome and may be
written at mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com.

Cemetery
Rochester Crematory
1624 37th Street NW
Rochester, MN, 55901

Comments

“

Sorry for your loss.Thoughts and prayers are with you. I remember Johnny as always
friendly and easy to talk to.

Tom & Joleen Majerus - May 14 at 05:00 PM

“

“

Thank you!
Cathy O'Reilly - May 17 at 12:21 PM

Karen And Joe Connelly lit a candle in memory of John Thomas Majerus

Karen and Joe Connelly - May 13 at 09:40 PM

“

I have always felt that I owed my life to John. When I was a little tyke, according to
what I have been told: John fished me out of a milk can water cooler in our
milkhouse. i really don't remember the incident myself. In those days our milk was
put in cream cans and placed in a below ground level concrete tank which was filled
with cold water to a level so as not to cover the top of the can. John and his dad were
helping my father moving chopped hay into our barn. I don't know what I was doing,
but apparently I tumbled into the cooler. John must have been nearby and pulled me
out. He seemed so much older than me at that time, but he had only nine years on
me. I spoke to him several times over the years and he never denied the story, but
also didn't make any big deal out of it.
My father and John's father had a cooperative working relationship in farming. I
certainly remember the chopped hay operation. It was before hay balers. They might
have also done silage together. I am not sure who owned the equipment or if it was
50-50 on it. My dad probably got the better end of the deal, because Little Johnny
would pitch in to help and I don't think I ever did a lick of work. When I would go over
to John's dad's farm with my dad, I would play with Greg or Judy.
I look back at that time with a wry smile. Both of our farms were within an half mile of
each other. And both farms were on the boundaries between Lutheran and Catholic
families. And in those days there were stronger feelings about the differences. And a
generation later this Lutheran married a Catholic and the family farm has a Catholic

married to a Lutheran. Maybe John's dad and mine were part of the beginning of
understanding how to live together.
Goodbye John.
Larry Voth
Larry Voth - May 13 at 08:35 PM

“

“

What a wonderful story! Thank you for sharing. Dad was a good man.
Cathy O'Reilly - May 17 at 12:24 PM

Chris,Julie And Family. Sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers to all....

jamie clark - May 07 at 09:39 PM

“

I was so sad to hear of Johnny’s passing, and I want to extend my deepest sympathy
to you all. I have many memories of him and his sisters and brother growing up
almost across the street from our farm. I have memories of sledding down the hill
from our farm, when I was the little sister tagging along with Kenny and Johnny!
My prayers and thoughts are with you all, and please let us know when there will be
a gathering in his memory. Hopefully, we can attend.
Janice Nardinger Etter

janice etter - May 07 at 09:11 PM

“

Thank you for sharing! Dad will be missed by many.
Cathy O'Reilly - May 17 at 12:25 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with your family during this very difficult time.

Nina Arneson - May 07 at 01:18 PM

“

Sorry to hear about John, prayers to the family
Sheila Majerus
sheila Majerus - May 07 at 10:15 PM

“

With deepest sympathy, Julie & family
Tom, Angela & Noah

Tom & Angela Krause - May 07 at 01:06 PM

“

Judy Mann lit a candle in memory of John Thomas Majerus

Judy Mann - May 07 at 11:56 AM

“

Wanda Goranson lit a candle in memory of John Thomas Majerus

Wanda Goranson - May 07 at 09:43 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to all of the family

Char Holm - May 07 at 09:28 AM

“

He was a great fun loving person. I sent him chocolates from The Moose Factory in
St Paul. He loved them. John and I took a picture of us at the Johnny Cash bar in
Austin TX. It was a tribute to him. I will miss my God Father and my Uncle. May he
be with Grandma and Grandpa playing cards. May he rest in peace. Please let me
know when his celebration of life is. We will try and make it. Girls may you have the
courage to know your father is in good hands and is just fine in his new life. Love
John Janet and Rainey(our dog)

Janet Graves - May 07 at 02:15 AM

“

So sorry for your loss..big loss to BC too..loved talking to your Dad..he was a great person
with a great sense of humor...hugs!
Darla Oelkers - May 08 at 12:17 AM

“

“

Thank you Janet!
Cathy O'Reilly - May 17 at 12:27 PM

Judy Thuman lit a candle in memory of John Thomas Majerus

Judy Thuman - May 06 at 06:37 PM

“

Judy Risberg lit a candle in memory of John Thomas Majerus

judy Risberg - May 06 at 05:43 PM

“

Sorry for your loss !! You have my sincere sympathy !!

Tari Carpenter - May 06 at 04:47 PM

