Russell A. Oettel
September 7, 1930 - January 21, 2019

Russell A. Oettel passed away peacefully, supported by his family, friends, and hospice
nursing care on Monday January 21st at the Lake City Care Center, Lake City, Minn. He
was born on September 7th, 1930 in Duluth MN to Ruth and Robert Oettel. He graduated
from Hermantown High School in 1949. In 1953 he married Jeanne Delores Fossum. He
also served his country with the National Guard before returning to college. He graduated
from The University of Minnesota with a degree in forestry in 1961. Upon graduation, he
worked as a forester in Upper Michigan and Northern Wisconsin before settling in Door
County where he worked for The American Can Company and then Green Bay
Packaging. He retired in 1998 at which time he and Jeanne planted and maintained an
apple orchard which served as a favorite gathering place for his grandchildren, extended
family and friends until 2005 when they moved to Red Wing, Minn. Russ and Jeanne
loved to travel and visit new places and meet new people. Following the death of his
beloved wife Jeanne, he invested his time and talents to serve his Red Wing community.
Russ was a supportive and loving husband, father, grandfather, uncle, and friend. He liked
to keep busy and enjoyed several hobbies. He also enjoyed spending time with his family,
friends and more recently with his special friend Glee Robbins.
He is survived by his son Kurt (Barbara) Oettel of LaCrosse Wis., and four grandchildren,
Bailey Oettel of Lincoln, Neb., Sydney Oettel and McKenna Oettel of La Crosse, and
Andrew Oettel of Green Bay, Wis.
He was preceded in death by his parents Ruth and Robert Oettel, his younger brother
Ronnie and his son Eric. He was also preceded in death by his wife of 63 years, Jeanne.
Memorial service will be 1 p.m., Saturday, February 2, 2019 at United Lutheran Church in
Red Wing with Reverend Karl Rydholm officiating. Visitation will be for one hour prior to
the service at church. In lieu of flowers memorials are preferred to: Trees For Tomorrow,
519 E Sheridan St. Eagle River, WI 54521. Online condolences may be sent to
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com. Russell’s family would like to thank the staff at the
Lake City Care Center and Mayo Hospice of Red Wing for their excellent care and
thoughtfulness during his time there.
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United Lutheran Church
628 West 5th Street, Red Wing, MN, US, 55066

Comments

“

I'm am so sad to hear of Russell. My condolences. I did valet parking with him & also
worked a few book sales at the library with him. He always wanted to do all the
parking with me doing the paperwork. Said he like to keep busy and active. He was
also the strong person who lifted all the boxes of books for us. I came to love his
strength of character, his kindness, his love of his family and friends, and his faith. He
will be truly missed by all the people whose life he touched.

Patricia Bushey - February 01, 2019 at 10:53 AM

“

To The Family Of Russ,
I'm am deeply saddened to read of Russ's passing. You have my deepest sympathy.
I had been a coworker of Russ at Mississippi National Golf Links. He was a very kind
and gentle man. We had many chats while bringing up the carts. He always had a
smile.
Jill Huppert

Jill Huppert - January 30, 2019 at 12:10 PM

“

Kara, Eric, Christine, Isaiah and Kylie purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of Russell A. Oettel.

Kara, Eric, Christine, Isaiah and Kylie - January 29, 2019 at 08:14 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear that Russ passed away. We enjoyed having him as part of
our Cannon Valley Trail team as a part-time trail attendant. He loved visiting with
people and sharing Red Wing area activities with them.
Cannon Valley Trail Staff

Karen Slininger - January 28, 2019 at 02:48 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear that Russ has passed away. Russ and Jeanne were two of our
favorite relatives and loved seeing them and spending time with them at our Fossum
gatherings. You are all in our thoughts and prayers. He and Jeanne are together
again and having a great party in Heaven.
Pat (Fossum) Latvala

Pat Latvala - January 25, 2019 at 03:58 PM

