Dr. Symond M. Yavener
February 10, 1929 - September 27, 2018

Dr. Symond Yavener, of Red Wing, formerly of Glastonbury, Conn., Professor Emeritus of
Central Connecticut State University, died September 27, 2018 at Deer Crest in Red Wing,
Minn.
Symond moved to Red Wing in 2015 and lived with Robert and Rebecca McCaughtry for
a year before moving to Deer Crest. He was the son of the late Jack and Augusta Yavener
of Windsor, Conn. After attending the Windsor Public Schools, he studied at the University
of Connecticut for his Bachelors and Masters Degrees and earned an additional Masters
and a Doctorate from Middlebury College. He also studied extensively in universities in
Germany, France and Russia. During the Korean conflict he was stationed in Germany
and served in the army as an interpreter and translator. Before joining the Modern
Language Department of Central Connecticut State University, Symond taught in
Manchester and in Glastonbury where he served both as teacher and director of the
foreign language program. He enjoyed working at all levels of instruction and was
respected as being a knowledgeable, dynamic and creative teacher.
Dr. Yavener was first and foremost a teacher and was, above all, devoted to helping his
students see the world as it is, in all its diversity and splendor. He had such an effect on
his students that many of them stayed in touch with him as a friend and mentor over the
years. At Central he was honored as a recipient of the University’s Distinguished Service
award. He wrote and lectured extensively on language teaching methodology as well as
on the culture of Russia. Throughout his life he was an inveterate traveler, having led
many adventure and study groups throughout Europe, Asia and Africa. Dr. Yavener was a
member of the First Church of Christ in Wethersfield where he served as a pastoral care
minister. He is survived by many nieces, nephews and dear friends. He was preceded in
death by his beloved wife, Martha (McCaughtry) Yavener, a brother Irving Yavener and a
sister, Dorothy Garber.
A memorial service will be 11 a.m., Saturday, October 6, 2018 at First Presbyterian
Church in Red Wing with Reverend Greg Bolt officiating. Visitation will be one hour prior to
the service at church. Burial will be in Green Cemetery in Glastonbury, CT. Memorials are
preferred to the National Kidney Foundation. Arrangements with the Mahn Family Funeral
Home, Bodelson-Mahn Chapel, Red Wing. Online condolences maybe left for the family at

www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com

Events
OCT
6

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

First Presbyterian Church
503 West 6th Street, Red Wing, MN, US, 55066

OCT
6

Memorial Service

11:00AM - 12:00PM

First Presbyterian Church
503 West 6th Street, Red Wing, MN, US, 55066

Comments

“

Dr. Yavener enriched so many young lives during his oversight of the Glastonbury
foreign language program. He widened our horizons and worldview—and connected
us to the rest of the world through his love of languages. He should also be
remembered for his wonderful and zany sense of humor and teaching energy. I was
lucky enough to have him as a college professor, as well. My condolences to Mr.
Yavener’s family.

Janice Smith - October 04, 2018 at 09:36 PM

“

Symond Yavener taught me Russian at Glastonbury High School. He was probably
the only teacher to have a lasting impact on my life. I never became very fluent in
Russian but I became a better person for knowing him. His sense of humor, love of
music and kindness was a great and lasting influence. If I accomplish anything in life
I hope it may be to pass on a bit of what he gave to me. Bob Andrews Moodus, CT

Robert Andrews - October 04, 2018 at 05:55 PM

“

I had many lunches with Sym and several friends, all men, who enjoyed good food,
good wine and most of all good conversation. Sym was a much respected and loved
participant, always adding some insight or experience that none of the rest of us
could. We have many warm thoughts for such a sweet man.
Jeffrey "Max" Morrow, Somerville MA

jeffrey morrow - September 30, 2018 at 10:03 PM

“

Mr. Yavener was my teacher in the early 1960s. He scared the **** out of me, but I
did learn Russian and it is still with me today thanks to him. Like a teacher I had
never experienced before and probably never after...but you could always see that
his students were in his heart.
Karen Casella Shea

Karen Casella Shea - September 29, 2018 at 10:58 AM

“

Cathy Dosdall lit a candle in memory of Dr. Symond M. Yavener

Cathy Dosdall - September 28, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

What a nice man!!! He will be missed at Deer Crest.

Lois Hughes - September 27, 2018 at 09:32 PM

“

Allison Wesch lit a candle in memory of Dr. Symond M. Yavener

Allison Wesch - September 27, 2018 at 04:37 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mahn Family Funeral Homes - September 27, 2018 at 12:57 PM

