Judith K. "Judy" O'Reilly
December 19, 1951 - February 2, 2020

Judith Kay “Judy” O’Reilly, 68, of Belle Plaine, died on February 2, 2020, at Praha Village
Senior Living in New Prague. She was born in Red Wing on December 19, 1951 to Harry
and Margaret (Heitman) Diercks. She graduated from Goodhue High School in 1969 and
attended college at St. Cloud State University. She was united in marriage to Jim O’Reilly
on August 9, 1969, at Holy Trinity Church in Goodhue. They lived in various cities in
Minnesota and Michigan before making their home in Belle Plaine in 1980, where they
raised their four children. Judy worked for many years as an educational assistant for the
Belle Plaine School District. She enjoyed traveling, gardening, bird watching, camping,
and biking.
She is survived by her four children, Michelle (Alvin) Gonzales, Erin (Jason) Noll, Shane
(Katie) O’Reilly, and Brigid (John) Cline; nine grandchildren, Adam, Noah, Kevin, Kailey,
Anthony, Malachi, Devin, Reilly, and Jack; siblings, Stanley (Marilyn) Diercks, John
(Elaine) Diercks, Dean (Mary Ann) Diercks, Marcia (Dean) Luhman, Ruth (Dick) Berg,
Jerry (Sue) Diercks, and Kathleen (Fran) Jonas; and many nieces, nephews, other
relatives, and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Dr. James O’Reilly in 2018; and
her siblings, Roger, Maxine, Edith, Ralph, and Richard.
Memorial service will be at 11 a.m. on Friday, February 7, 2020, at Mahn Family Funeral
Home, Bodelson-Mahn Chapel. Visitation will be from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. on Thursday,
February 6, 2020, at the Mahn Family Funeral Home, Bodelson-Mahn Chapel and one
hour prior to the service on Friday. Memorials are preferred to the Order of St. Benedicts
or the American Cancer Society. Online condolences can be left for the family at
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com.

Events
FEB
6

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Bodelson Mahn Chapel - Mahn Family Funeral Home
602 Plum Street P.O. Box 111, Red Wing, MN, US, 55066

FEB
7

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Bodelson Mahn Chapel - Mahn Family Funeral Home
602 Plum Street P.O. Box 111, Red Wing, MN, US, 55066

FEB
7

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Bodelson Mahn Chapel - Mahn Family Funeral Home
602 Plum Street P.O. Box 111, Red Wing, MN, US, 55066

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Mahn Family Funeral Homes - February 05 at 10:34 AM

“

I wrote a poem in memory of your wonderful mom but the site did not accept it. I will
try to put it on her Facebook site instead.

Joan hafslund - February 06 at 07:27 PM

“

In Memory of a Gentle Soul
The world has lost a bit of its luster and shine for me,
when I learned of the loss of a wonderful woman named Judy O'Reilly.
The majestic night has a shiny new star int the sky,
which would be our beloved Judy sparkling on high.
A new angel is in the peaceful heavens above,
standing next to the tall angel who was her soulmate and life long love.
For countless years, Judy worked in the Belle Plaine Elementary,
where she was a perfect fit for the staff and the students, particularly me.
We will miss this lady of calm, serenity, humor, and endless grace,
who always had the perfect expression, for any situation, on her face.
Her look was kind and supportive and encouraging when times were hard and spirits
were low,
and helpful and creative when ideas stalled and their progress was slow.
She was steady as a rock and the calm port in many a storm
whether there was a deadline looming or a pillow fight in the ELC dorm.
With her ready sense of humor close at her side,
she shrunk down the problems and tackled them stride by stride.

How she loved working with her students and they loved her right back and that's a
pretty big deal,
for kids can innately sense which people are truly genuine and truly real.
This wonderful woman saw teaching as not just a job, but rather, a calling
and so many times worked beyond the clock hours when night was falling.

If one is truly lucky, in their lifetime, they may meet a soul who can impact them as no
one else has done,
and for so many of us, this gentle woman named Judy O'Reilly was that one...

We love you, Judy, and you will be remembered.

One of the many staff at Belle Plaine Elementary School who worked and laughed
and chuckled with your marvelous mom
Joan Hafslund - February 06 at 05:39 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Judith K. "Judy" O'Reilly.

February 05 at 04:12 PM

“

We have lost a strong member of our family. May God bless her memory among us.
Nancy O’Reilly

Nancy O’Reilly - February 05 at 03:32 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Judith K. "Judy" O'Reilly.

February 05 at 01:11 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Judith K. "Judy" O'Reilly.

February 05 at 08:59 AM

“

I enjoyed working with Judy at BP Elementary. Doc. and Judy made a great pair.
Bless them both. Best to the family. Dick Peterson

Dick - February 04 at 08:39 PM

“

Roger And Delma Deden lit a candle in memory of Judith K. "Judy" O'Reilly

Roger and Delma Deden - February 04 at 05:10 PM

“

Erin Salaba, Jackie Braun, and Carey Lynn purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for
the family of Judith K. "Judy" O'Reilly.

Erin Salaba, Jackie Braun, and Carey Lynn - February 04 at 04:07 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. I was lucky to have worked with her at Belle Plaine.
She was a wonderful addition to the staff...adults and kids benefitted by her skills and
kindness. She was a joy, and will be remembered by many.
Jeanne and Jon Logelin

Jeanne Logelin - February 04 at 11:38 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Judith K. "Judy"
O'Reilly.

February 04 at 09:39 AM

“

Vivid Recollections was purchased for the family of Judith K. "Judy" O'Reilly.

February 04 at 09:11 AM

