Robert "Bob" Carl Swanson
August 21, 1924 - August 11, 2019

Robert (Bob) Swanson, 94, died Sunday, August 11, 2019, in Rochester, Minnesota. He
grew up on a farm in Shellsburg, Iowa, and married Lorna Fiebelkorn on February 11,
1945. He was a World War II veteran having served in the US Army. Bob worked at FMC
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for 30 years before taking early retirement and starting a new
career in pottery making. His interests were many and varied and he never stopped
learning. Bob will be remembered fondly as a storyteller extraordinaire. He loved his family
very much and spent many happy hours playing games and entertaining family and
friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents Mabel and Carl Swanson, his wife Lorna, and a
great-grandson Brecken Poppe. He is survived by daughters Retha (Richard) Finger, Pat
(Ryland) Eichhorst; granddaughters Patty (Tom) Whalen, Nicole Swanson, Jana (Gregg)
Poppe, Traci (Samuel) Holloway, and Sarah Finger; great-grandchildren Logan Holloway,
Laura Holloway, Carter Swanson, Izzie Swanson, and Brody Poppe; and his special friend
Belva Bullard.

The memorial service will be 11:00 a.m. Thursday at Bethel Lutheran Church in
Rochester. Friends may call from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Wednesday at Mahn Family
Funeral Home – Rochester Chapel, and one hour before the service Thursday at the
church. Friends may share a memory at www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com.

Events
AUG
14

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Mahn Family Funeral Home, Rochester Chapel
1624 37th Street NW, Rochester, MN, US, 55901

AUG
15

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Bethel Lutheran Church
810 3rd Avenue SE, Rochester, MN, US, 55904

AUG
15

Memorial Service

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Bethel Lutheran Church
810 3rd Avenue SE, Rochester, MN, US, 55904

Comments

“

Sarah and family - I'm so sorry to hear of the loss of your grandpa. I have great
memories of him as a kid! It was always fun to see what he was creating. My parents
still have the little clay houses he gave them years and years ago. We lost my
grandma Donna a couple weeks ago, so I have some idea of how you are feeling. It's
so hard to lose someone that special. Praying for all of you!
Abby Pitzen & family

Abby Pitzen - August 16 at 12:56 PM

“

My Deepest Sympathy from Garry Arensdorf. Bob's old neighbor from Key West.
He left a phone number if the family wants to contact the Mahn Funeral Home in
Rochester we will share with your family.

Cindy Allen - August 15 at 03:13 PM

“

Dear Belva, Retha, Pat and family, we are so very sad to see that Bob passed away.
What a gem of a soul he was. I had the pleasure of meeting him when I married Rod.
Bob was so sweet, funny and talented. He adored his family. Bev, Ronnie and Bunny
thought so much of him. Hopefully they are all swapping stories in heaven. Please
know our thoughts are with you all. Lori and Rod Fiebelkorn and family

Lori & Rodney Fiebelkorn - August 14 at 05:37 PM

“

Bob was a great man, and I'm grateful I got the chance to get to know him and hear
some of his stories.
He always had a fantastic sense of humor that could lighten anyone's mood. During
a visit to him in his living facility a few years ago, he was walking down a hallway
where someone had left an empty to-go cup of coffee. Bob walked past the cup,
slowed down, and yelled "Hockey puck!", and hit the to-go cup with his cane down
the hallway.
If that isn't comedy gold, I don't know what is.
Rest in peace, Bob.

Joe Nelson - August 14 at 11:54 AM

“

Sorry indeed to hear about Bob's death.
As mentioned in the obituary, not only was he a storyteller extraordinaire, but also a
salesman extraordinaire with whom I (Joe) shared the sales counter at Palmer
Drug/Photo in Dubuque, Iowa.
Condolences to all of you/we who were a part of Bob's life.
Joe & Carol Salucka
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Jeremy Salucka - August 13 at 06:46 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob" Carl Swanson.

August 13 at 05:49 PM

“

Chuck, Lori, Greg and Sandy, Karen and Dan Nelson purchased the Emerald
Garden Basket for the family of Robert "Bob" Carl Swanson.

Chuck, Lori, Greg and Sandy, Karen and Dan Nelson - August 13 at 04:21 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Robert "Bob" Carl Swanson.

August 13 at 02:17 PM

“

Pat, Ryland and Family,
Thank you for sharing this great man of service to family and country, your dad and
grandfather, with us at Madonna Meadows/Madonna Living Community (MLC). You
are in our thoughts and prayers.
Sandy Molenda, MLC Foundation

sandy molenda - August 13 at 11:30 AM

“

Eagle's Flight purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Robert "Bob" Carl
Swanson.

Eagle's Flight - August 13 at 10:32 AM

